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Application Papers 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/19/03 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20060314 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,623 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1774 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-9, in the reply filed on 
January 9, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
European Patent Publication EP 1,129,999 A2 (hereinafter Dong). 

Dong teaches an optical fiber preform comprising a preform core rod, an 
overclad tube formed around the preform core rod, a handle attached to the end of the 
overclad tube and a refractory material positioned between the preform core rod and the 
handle. See Figure 2a, [0012], and [0017]. As to the refractory material of claims 1 , 5 
and 7, Dong teaches that a quartz disc is positioned between the preform core rod and 
the handle. Quartz is formed from a refractory material. 

Therefore, the teachings of Dong anticipate the invention as claimed in present 
claims 1, 5 and 7. 
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4. Claims 1 , 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dong et al, 6,460,378 B1 (Dong). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Dong teaches an optical fiber preform comprising a preform core rod, an 
overclad tube formed around the preform core rod, a handle attached to the end of the 
overclad tube and a refractory material positioned between the preform core rod and the 
handle. As to the refractory material of claims 1 , 5 and 7, Dong teaches that a quartz 
disc is positioned between the preform core rod and the handle. Quartz is formed from 
a refractory material. See Figure 2(a) and column 4, lines 15-63. 

Therefore, the teachings of Dong anticipate the invention as claimed in present 
claims 1, 5 and 7. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over European 
Patent Publication EP 1 ,129,999 A2 (hereinafter Dong) or Dong et al, 6,460,378 B1 
(Dong) each as applied above to claims 1 , 5, and 7 and each in view of Berkey 
5,917,109 and Berkey et al, US 2003/0024278 A1. 

Dong '999 and '378 are each as applied above but do not teach that their 
handles are silica. Berkey '109 and '278 teaches optical fiber preform assemblies 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/665,623 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1774 

comprising a preform core, at least one overclad tube and a handle attached to the first 
end of the overclad tube, wherein said handle is formed from silica. Thus, Dong 
teaches that at the time the invention was made, it was well known in the art to form an 
optical fiber preform assembly having a handle made of silica. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to the skilled artisan to modify the teachings of Dong '999 and '378 by 
forming the handle from as known in the art with the reasonably expectation of success 
of forming an optical fiber assembly having a handle attached to the overclad tube, said 
handle having the necessary heat resistant properties. 

Therefore, the combined teachings of Dong and Berkey would have rendered 
obvious the invention as claimed in present claim 9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 2-4, 6 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. ***. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill M. Gray whose telephone number is 571-272-1524. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 10:30-7:00. 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,623 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1774 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).- \ 
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